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DECLARATION OF MATTHEW D. COPLEY

The Undersigned, Matthew D. Copley hereby, DECLARES that the following is true
and correct and of my own knowledge except where stated upon information or belief, and
in such cases, | have been so informed and do believe. Further, if called upon to testify
about the same | could do so competently and credibly.

1. My name is Matthew D. Copley, and | am an Insurance Agent at First California
Company in San Diego, California.

2. | am 28 years old and my place of business is at 2650 Camino del Rio North, Suite
350, San Diego, CA 92108.

3. | have known Charles Benninghoff since August 2002 when he represented me
before the California Insurance Board.

4. Mr. Benninghoff has always been an honest, caring and hard working person.

5. Originally | hired an attorney who was supposedly a “Top Attorney” and his
malpractice resulted in the Commissioner revoking my license.

8. | hired Mr. Benninghoff for a fraction of what | had paid my original attorney and the
difference in service was incredible.

7. | have no reservations towards Mr. Benninghoff in the performance of his duties. |
highly recommend Mr. Benninghoff to anyone who is involved in an Administrative
Procedure matter.

8. After a lot of hard work, Mr. Benninghoff received an Order from the Insurance
Commissioner restoring my license.

9. Before hiring Mr. Benninghoff, | had interviewed several different lawyers about what

| could do and none of them had a clue.
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10. | have learned that when | have a legal issue | need to find a specialist in that field.
11. My case stemmed from a conviction seven years ago for receiving stolen property.
This conviction has since been expunged in accordance with Penal Code Section 1203.4
12. Mr. Benninghoff told me about the circumstances surrounding his resignation from
the BAR. He explained that he plead guilty to charges having nothing to do in relationship
to his clients. It was a personal financial matter.

13. Mr. Benninghoff has always been an honest person, worthy of trust, in all of my
dealings with him.

14.  That is why | did not hesitate in calling him when the Secretary of State denied me
the issuance of a Notary License.

15. I 'was surprised to hear of Mr. Benninghoff's shortcomings. However, Mr.

Benninghoff's candor and honesty in relating this inspired me to reflect on this period and

| make it a learning experience.

16.  Mr. Benninghoff has never told me anything of a material nature which turned out
not to be true. Furthermore, he has never told me he would do something of a material
nature that | subsequently determined not to have been done by him.
17.  Based upon my experience in knowing Mr. Benninghoff | have determined that his
reputation for honesty and truthfulness is well deserved.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the

above-stated is true and this declaration is signed under penalty of perjury.

Date: [ yauvea
) ~ ( 5/‘ « / [ -
e A DA IS 62 (2005
Matthew D. Copley = /\ s
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DECLARATION OF MATTHEW D. COPLEY

The Undersigned, Matthew D. Copley, DECLARES that the following is true and
correct and of my own knowledge except where stated upon information or belief, and in
such cases, | have been so informed and do believe. Further, if called upon to testify about
the same | could do so competently and credibly.

1. My name is Matthew D. Copley, and | am an Insurance Agent at First California
Company located at 2650 Camino del Rio North, Suite 350, San Diego, California 92108.
2. I am providing this DECLARATION in support of Mr. Benninghoff.

3. After | received an accusatory pleading from the State of California, | shortly
thereafter received brochures and letters in the mail advertising the availability of the
sender to represent me before my licensing agency.

4, Included among those brochures and letters was an advertisement from Mr.

{| Benninghoff. His advertisement did not in any significant way vary from those that |

received from others. In his letter and brochure he clearly stated that he was not a lawyer
and, in fact, he wrote that he had resigned from being a lawyer so | had no delusion that |

was hiring someone who was a lawyer.

1 5. | have thrown away all of the advertisements that | received because | hired Mr.

Benninghoff to represent me. Therefore, I'm unable to provide a copy of what | received.
| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the

above-stated is true and this declaration is signed under penalty of perjury.

Date:
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